MEETING MINUTES - HALFMOON
TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE (TOSC)
Jan. 17, 2023
1. OPENING – We opened our meeting at 7:04 pm, in the Halfmoon Town Hall and on line.  
ATTENDANCE – No one was absent.  William (Bill) Herman, Mike Meyer, John Mitchell, and Paul (PJ) Maiello attended in the James Bold Room.  Henrietta (Henny) O’Grady joined us via MS Teams.  Eric Catricala attended and represented the Town Board.  We were visited by Halfmoon resident Gail Mitchell.
2. MEETING MINUTES – Meeting minutes from Nov. 21, 2022 were approved, as submitted. 
3. GRANT PROJECT UPDATE – The January 2023 Grant Department Report was discussed.  The Vosburgh Road Preserve spine trail should be completed to Summit Hills, in the spring.  The Crescent Park Trailhead parking work should finish in September.  The Floud Memorial Preserve design should be engineered, this year.  The Erie Canal Towpath Link Trail proposal received a $ 232,000 Climate Smart Community grant.  We are still seeking funding for a Sitterly Road Pedestrian Safety Trail and are awaiting word of funding for the 1,350 foot trail and trailhead parking for the Champlain Canalway Trail (CCT) north of Upper Newtown Road.  We didn’t walk the uphill side of the dug CC, as planned, but hope to do it in the early spring.  John met with Lynda Bryant to locate three new Historical Markers.
4. VOSBURGH & SWATLING FALLS PRESERVE STATUS – The Vosburgh Nature Preserve trail work has slowed for the winter but an official 2023 opening is still anticipated.  We discussed possible video cameras, boulders near the parking area and bollards at the wet areas to discourage motorized vehicles.  The Swatling Falls Nature Preserve is fully open and we look forward to more access and taxpayer use via the three trails being built in the adjacent Creekview Estates and Betts Farm PDD’s.  
5. 2023 TOWN SPONSORED TRAIL WALKS –We recommend that the three major trails we walked on in 2022 should be repeated and that we add a forth walk in a nature preserve – preferably  Vosburgh Road.  We hope to have our first walk on or near April 22 - which is designated Celebrate Trails Day, Earth Day and Canal Clean Sweep Day.  The second target is National Trails Day, which falls on June 3 this year.
6. HANKS HOLLOW, CREEKVIEW ESTATES, BETTS FARM, MOTT ORCHARD and other PDD’s –Rich Harris advised that Hanks Hollow, Creekview Estates and the Betts Farm PDD’s are building various infrastructures and structures but are not doing any official trail work.  All of the other planned trail-containing PDD’s have no active building work.  There were questions about how the Betts Farm trail is being laid out and Mike and Bill will pursue answers and recommend if a TOSC group walk is appropriate.
7. TOSC ORGANIZATIONAL DISCUSSIONS – We appreciate that new members might join TOSC during the year and not just at the January Organizational Meeting.  Candidates should contact the Town Board, thru Supervisor Tollisen.  Rich Harris is getting the software to revise our Trail Map and John will coordinate to get the desired updates.  It was suggested that historical sites be inventoried and added to the map – possibly using an on-line version with selectable layers; i.e., GIS.
8. Comprehensive Plan Update Committee (CPUC) – Bill Herman will represent TOSC on the CPUC and will give us periodic reports.  For the 2/2/23 first meeting, though, John will attend as Bill is not available.  All others are welcome and encouraged to attend, too, of course.

9. NYS Canal System Infrastructure and Event Grants were discussed and Henny suggested (and TOSC agreed) to consider a grant to have a mural painted under the Crescent Bridge - like several local trails.
10. CONCLUSION – The meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.  The remaining 2023 TOSC meeting dates will be on the 4/17, 7/17, and 10/16/23 Monday evenings, at 7:00 PM.  
Respectfully submitted,
John Mitchell. TOSC Chair
