- HAPPINESS IS PLAYING
| THE FRENCH HORN
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IN 1920 AT THE CRESCENT PICNIC--Pictured above gre-local
residents of Crescent who attended the big picnic of those days.
| Four of the eight in the photo ahove survive today.'In front row,|

left to right are Viola DeVoe, deceasety nn May Neary and Lillian;
Bethel. Back row, left to right are Daniel DeVoe, deceased, George{g
Freeman, deceased, Maria Kennedy, Ceclia Lajeunesse, deceased,
and Marion Brookley. Photo presented by Nora Guyer.
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TEACHER’S CONTRACT

SECTIONS 561 TO 566 INCLUSIVE OF THE EDUCATION LAW OF I9IO

I Souwrwa N\ Deom of . CrencaasA
county of .. 2.2 eCA O Vs S a'duly qualified teacher, hereby
contract with the board*of trustees of districtno._. Y. town
of.. \x. 034 yof. S onalmaf to teach the public

school ofsaid district for the term of 2. _consecutiye weeks, except
as hereafter prov1ded commencing... 2. 3 "—'d—-— ________ 191 *‘2 ata
weekly compensation of .\ M. dollarst Bnd..—.._cents payable at the
end of each thirty days during the termof such employment. One per
cent of the amount of each order or warrant issued in payment of the
compensation required to be paid hereunder shall be deducted as pro-
vided by article 43 B of the Educat*on LaW relative to the State
Teachers Retirement Fund.

And the board of trustees of said. district hereby contract to
employ said teacher for said period amthe said rate of compensation,
payable at the times herein stated. .

Said board of trustees reserve theright to provide for a vacation
or vacations of not more than.._<2-_weeks in the aggregate, during
said term, which vacation shall not count as a part of the term of

service above referred to.

Dated...\A .
T T ey

Teacher

........................

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

This contract shall be executed in duplicate and one eopy thereof given to the teaches
and one retained by the board.



‘ CRESCENT SCHOOL OF 39'”) (55" years ago) V-Sieated ‘Lowell v ckery (dacaased), Wellingi‘on Vick.
jéry (deceused) Ruth (Smith) Phillips, Edna Shear, ‘Harvey Smith, Marshall Phoenix, . Archie Steen.

g Pearl Gogany (deceased), Lena (DeVoe) Flumgan. '[sf row (Standing) Elwyn
3 | Ruih Shear




REMEMBER THE GOOD OLD DAYS?...Pictured above are the 1Ist to 8th Grade children ot Crescent
School in 1939. Front Row are. John Horrocks, Richard Guyer, Sfunley‘ Horrocks, who incidentaily is a
New York State Trooper serving a great deal on Route 236 in.the Town of Hulfmoon Doris (Sicko)
DeVoe, Grace Johnson and June Johnson. The teacher in back and to the left is Mrs. Abner Hatlee.
2nd Row finds William DeVoe, Earl Johnson, May* Johnson, Serena (Riley) DeVoe and Roy DeVoe, Jr,
In the last row are Georglana Horrocks, Florence Johnson, Alfred Norton, Billy Wondisford, Patsy
(Theompson). Benoit, Evelyn DeVae, |renﬁ {Gilbert) Mitchell and Gerry Guyer. Please note, due to the
handling ond age -of photo, a few of the |||ustru1|ons have been damaged. The photo is one of a group"
_presented to the Townsman by Noru Guyer former School Teucher,

vetmL INEWYD, [hUPSOay, April ¥, 19/0—7
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last month with a very wnpres~ Teported by Messers Staring and’

Bob 5taring, wempus a. y waeur- 5w tnat any wortawhile project
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CRESCENT SCHOOL DISTRICT {1 DURING 1933 and 1934--Front row, left 1o right ore Rose Esterby, John Ray Fox, Charles
. Esterby, Tom Ryan, Ruth {Landmesser) Dearstyne, Ada Dibble, Florence (Johnson) Pouliott and Nellie Dibble, 2nd Row,
- left to right are Ed Kennedy, Fred Palmer, Jr., Helen Seibert, Musette (Wonderford) Bully, Edna (DeVYoe) Remillerd, Robert =~
Kenaedy and Franklyn Esterby. Back Row are, left to right, Silliman Wondisford, Kenneth Fox, Kenneth DeVoe, Jone (Palmer)

. Sicke, Mrs, Loura Palmer, Teocher, Betty (Landmesser) Coons, Dorls {Ryan) Moran: and Jesse DeVoe. Oui thanks go to Mrs.
Co Dorothy Somuels of Elnora for the loan of the above phato. : ‘ :
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a3 sotie.y  HALFMOON SCHOOL DISTRICT # 11

These Children representing Grades 1 through 8 were the
last to have thelr pleture taken at old School ¥No. 11 of the
Shenendenowa Schopl Distriet in the spring of 1953, The follow-
ing January saw them osccupylng classrooms in the new central
school, The teacher in the one-room schoolhouse in the ¥illage
of Crescent was Miss Agnes Bprady, shown a$ rear by door. In
left foreground are Mlss Bpadyts nlece, Marle Fatlee, and Jack
Deiloe, who visited the school that day. Others in photo,
pictured from left are 3arry Reed, Nouglas Bloodgood, Rounie
Desunoyer, Thomas Charbonnesau, Richard Schultz, Thomas Vager,
Jamea Shea, Billy Husson, Linda Palmer, Kelth Baker, Tlla Mase
Santspree, Lols Jones, Tdith Jones, Susan Harple, Daviad West,
Barbara Yest, Sharon Dupont, Johnn O'3rien, Madeline Rosette,
ramela Narris, James Riley, June Desnoyer, Janet Harple, Nadine
3tah, Jobert Baker, Sonnle NDale Reed and Paul Knight.

(Copr=age 1)




T I
Ll

2L J{ YN - /3) d i3 /‘:-u uff'?" /=R 7“_2}5\(_45;/9;\&'\(

Fil YA
/'949*7— ’?X"f’w ACr Vel B Y74 CRP L Saan>iy

Ak f??'af?,kf




353~ 527
AGNES M. BRADY (Spotlight) ‘
Shelley R. Iorio

if] 3
Just as our parish endured and eventually thrived throughout

change, so has one of her parishioners, Agnes M. Brady. Born on

fug 2€ 190‘7[ , Agnes, now 32 , has seen all three

church buildings, the first of which was used as a parish hall

when she was younger, and she was impressive in her accuracy

and articulate manner when asked to recount her memory of this
parish. Yet, even in one meeting one mnotices much more about
this lady than that her mental faculties remain sharp. She had
no "juicy" recollections of the past at anyone's expense: If

she had nothing nice to say, she simply didn't say it. On the
contrary, in case after case, the common thread that rums through
her-life is her considerate and giving nature. For example,

when after having cared for her mother for years and whose death
precipitated invitations from both her brother and sister to
live with them, she decided to live in her home in Glens Falls
alone, rather than hurt either's feelings, and it was only upon
the death of her sister, that she sold her home there and returned
to live with her brother. In additiom, as a college graduate who

Fei=sey _
became a teacher of-gaecmdiprede for years, she still

receives letters from several of her sei%ggfgrade studeptsi _After
having taught in the Crescent:iSéhool Distrigzdéll, Eﬁerof f;enty=t
one districts incorporated in 1950 into the Shenendehowa School
District, she says she still dreams about her students, all of
whom she liked and who she knows liked her.

To say that Agnes has no children is a gross inaccuracy, for

like a few other dedicated teachers, she has hundreds, even though
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there has been a very special child in her life, the adoped daughter

of her sister who is "like {her] owm,"

and when Agnes speaks of
Marie and her family, her eyes light up with love and pride about
this family now in Canada with whom she keeps in close contact
despite the distance.
In addition to her students and family, Agnes was very giving
to this parish. Working extensively in ﬁarious capacities from
teaching religious education, counting money, working Coffee Hour
to selling tickets and giving out prizes at Bingo, Agnes has probably
made her most significant contribution to this church just b y
being Agnes.
Although her life has been blessed in many ways, she has
known great suffering also. In February of 1982, when due to '
complications following an operation, Agnes went into intensive
care for over one year during which she had five very dangerous
operations which have resulted in scme chronic health problems
which prevent her from being as active in the parish as she would
1ike, she is still very involved in life and surrounded by close
friends and family who value her company. _ - i
Finally, she remains flexible despite many changes in this |
parish, the Church and the world. There are things she misses, ?
like the kneelers, but she understands the reasoning and accepts
the changes with grace and an open mind. However, she is a strong
person who does not accept all change as good; she reads a great
deal rather than succumbing to much of the violent and explicit
programming available on television, and when asked for her per- '

mission to be the subject of this article, her answer was a solid
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Agnes M. Brady
SRI
"no!" It was only after being assured that it might be helpful

to members of the parish to know about her and her life of
service that she reluctantly agreed.
Modest, giving, loving, active, friendly, and flexible, Agnes

Brady reflects the best of what this parish represents.
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MY TOLUSF -G QDI-J 1 LU

I am Agnes Brady. I taught school in Halfmoon Dist. 4

.during the schoocl years 1925-26 & 27. T left to finish my

education as a teacher.

As near as I can recall I had 33 students and all eight
grades. I had to prepare my 8th graders for their preliminary
regents and my 4, 5, 6, 7 graders for the N. Y. State exams
given at that time by the State.

You entered the school room by way of a hall from outdoors.
There was a large stove in the center of the room, which burned
wood or coal. The teacher had the care of this.

There were 2 aisles of double seats and desks on both sides
of the room. We had one large blackbcard in the front of the
room and cone long bench used for the recitation of the pupils.

Jf a class was reciting and the 1st or 2nd grades seemed
to have finished the work assigned one of the older children
would guietly go and help them find some busy work for them
or help them if they needed it,. ,

I found the children to be very resourceful, obedient,
respectful and helpful.

We had plays and parties around the holidays.

I also taught in Halfmoon Dist. 11 at Crescent from 1945
to 1952, There were eight grades and 30 pupils. The 8th graders
still had to try regents for the Preliminary Certificate before
they could go into high school. The classroom was much the
same as that in Dist. 4. '

We had a very active PTA in Dist. 11. We had many plays
and the PTA always attended. At Christmas time the PTA gave
each student a $1.00 gift besides it helped to furnish the
refreshments.

The students found time to make Christmas and other holiday
gifts for parents. Bookends, oilcloth cats and dogs, papier-
mache animals etc, ,

We centralized in 1950 and in 1953 all the schools were
graded. I know I taught 4th grade in Dist. 11 from September
until the 20th of January 1954 when the class and I entered
our new school., I remained on campus until June 1967.

I do not think that the teachers of the rural schools had
many disciplinary problems. The children knew they were there
to learn. They had time to play at recess.

The parents were interested in their children and many
of them said they wanted to know if their children were having

any trouble in either learning or behaving.

Many parents came to school to check up on their offsprings.

Mr. Wimans would visit the schools and I know he used to
stay all day and enter in all activities Sometimes he would
interrupt a class to tell of something important in regards
to that lesson.

Bill MacElroy taught Music in 1952 - 1953

Glady Deiazic taught Art at Halfmoon 11
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HOW TO HOLD THE

PEN.

der in an incorrect posi-
tion will never be an
cxcellent writer. The
illustrations are from
photographs of an easv,
natural position of the
hand and penholder. |
Notice how thepenhol-
der is held between the
thumband first twe fin-
gers; how the fingera
carve; how the thumb
bends ont at the joint,
nnd thulit rests against
the penholder and not
against the first finger.
Observe that the little
finger and the oue next
to 1t bend back under
the hand and serve asa
glider on which the
hapd moves. Permit
no part of the hand ex-
cepting the first joint of
the little finger to touch
the paperwhilewriting,
The penholder may be
held in front of the
large knuckle joint or
just back of it, but
should never drop down
against the thumb,
Hold the pen sa hoth
points rest on the paper ) :
evenly. . v e ® CORRECT P(lSl’l‘)N W'I"LE WRITING.

¥ 4
RELATIVE POSITION OF FOREARM
AND PAPER.

o e

HERE are two:p’rlincipal directions in writing—the direction the hand
moves while writing and the direction the hand and pen move
while forminé extended letters, that is, loop letters. Place the arm and
paper so that the forearm crosses the lines slightly diagonally as shown
in illustration 5. This allows the hand to move to the right with suffi-
cient freedom to write any word with a continuous movement and
permits an easy action in forming the loop letters. The position of the
paper and arm should not be overlooked. Many students labor under
oreat difficulty while learming to write bv unconsciouslv nlacing the
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w. The finishing stroke of b is the same as the last part of &= Do not stop the motlon of
time it strikes the paper until it stops at the dot. Count 1-2, -2, -2, I-2, I-2. The tandency
h word faith_flﬂly. Write a full page of the sentence and poc voUR BEST,

loops, slant and spacing. Short beginning and ending strokes.
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exercises. Study the last part of the ¥ Make the first style withc:-ut lifting the pen. MNotice that th

base ARE ON THE SAME SLANT. The pan is lifited in the second style. The abbreviated style in r

EE and CORRECT your faults.
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rcise, and the loop exercise of preceding Iasson, and the double-turn exercise. Unite the loop ar
1-2, 1-2, 1-2, 1I-2. Make the crossing of loop a little lower than the top of the double-turn,
ny good writers in the way of variety. Exeyrcise J is for study and careful practice. Join lower a
. of each word.

slant, short loops, short final s and equal spacing betwesen lstters and words. Be sure to pet the upper
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J, 3¢ and 35, practice freely on Ezxsrcises 2 and :3, Lesson /. Loop letters well made add to
act from it. Upstroke well curved, down stroke siraight, crossing close to base line. Slight glide
ke. Count /-2-3-4-5-6-7-8-9=10, a loop with every count. [n Exercise 2, count 1-2-3, 1-2-3,
Make full lines of each word. '

, free movement, straight down strokes, uniformity,




csson 5. The first stroke of 2 is just like the first stroke of m. Make a slight stop at the base
as in j. g and y. You should be able to swing this exercise off smoothly and gracefully. Exerci
Sount 1-2-3-4, [-2-3-4, etc. In Exercise 3, count -2, 3-4, 5-5, ete.

ssing of LOOF CLESE TO THE POINT at the base line. Cut off the beginning and ending si
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urN and f and g exercises. Unite the pouBLE-TURN and j. Count -2 for y and 3-4-5-6-7-8-
5-6, 7-8, 9=-10. Make full lines of EAacH word.

efully. Never scribble. WORK ON THE CopPY ONLY. Notice final y. ALwAYS KNOW WHAT VOU AR



