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Step Back in Time at the Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library!

The Clifton Park-Halfmoon Public Library announces that School Census
information from the small schools incorporated into the Shenendehowa Central
School System is now available to the public. This database was the result of over
800 hours of volunteer effort in tabulating, entering, and cross-checking census
data from 1920 to 1950 and now made it available to the public in a searchable
database.

“Library Staff, the Town Historians and volunteers
are dedicated to the preservation of Local History
through advocacy and education,” says Library
Director Alex Gutelius. “We’re happy to offer this
information and service to our patrons and local

residents as they research Clifton Park and
Halfmoons’ past and family genealogy”.

Halfmoon Newton School, East of
Intersection of Routes 146 and 236,
September 1914



In 1950, Central District No. 2 was formed. This !
district consisted of the Towns of Clifton Park,
Halfmoon, Malta, Waterford, Ballston and Stillwater
and would later become known as Shenendehowa
Central School District. Twenty-two independent

districts went into its making: eleven from Clifton
Park, eight from Halfmoon, and three from Malta,

including Round Lake. It is the records of those Clifton Park Hubbs Corners now Elnora on
independent districts that form the heart of the Pre- 1464, September 1914.
Shenendehowa Schools Collection, which holds this census data. They include the
name and sex of the student, the names of the student’s parents and town in
which they resided, and the school number for each year the student attended

school.

This database is available in the Library’s Local History Room, on Mondays and
Thursdays from 1 to 4 pm. Patrons can also access this information in
consultation with the Clifton Park Historian, on the 1% and 3™ Tuesday of each
month from 7 to 9 pm and Wednesdays from 9 am to 1 pm.

In addition to the Library’s in-house collection of local history, photos
documenting the Town of Clifton Park’s history can now be accessed through the
Digital Public Library of America. Here researchers will find more than 500
categorized photos and descriptions of local farms, trolleys, bridges, canals, past
residents, and much more. This database can be accessed at www.dp.la.

In an effort to keep history alive and relevant to local residents, the Clifton Park-
Halfmoon Library offers many ongoing history-themed programs. Upcoming
programs include:

e Genealogy Assistance —June 3, July 2, Aug. 6 at 11am
Monthly assistance from skilled genealogical researcher Lisa
Dougherty, includes a round table discussion.

e What’s in the Local History Room? — May 28 at 1pm; June 1 at 7pm



Take a look at our collections of books, scrapbooks, diaries, photos,
oral history files and records from former one-room schoolhouses.

e Search for Early Man in Clifton Park — June 19 at 10:30am
Fred Stevens presents photographs of artifacts primarily found in our
area, and shares his research of early man along the Mohawk.

For more information about these programs or to access the Library’s online
research resources, please visit www.cphlibrary.org. Interested in looking back at

20147? Our 2014 Annual Report is available online; see the organizations we
partnered with for great programs, see how our space has evolved since we
opened and more.
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